
U . S .  D.O.T. 
400-7 tho S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  2 0 5 9 0  

Chehalis, Wa. 
August 10, 2 0 0 1  

Dear Sirs,and to Whom it may concern: 
Having many years of experience with tires and many 

various sizes and typss of vehicles; inaybe I can  be of some help. 
When one owns thier own business and is concerned with the 
safety of thier own vehicles, the drivers, and the general pub- 
lic, and insurance coverage: one must pay close attention to 
the condition and maintenance of the whole vehicle, but, the 
tires and brakes Especially. I hope the information attached, 
which was previously published in a local news paper (but possibly 
never seen by any of you) Will be of some help. 

Proper testing will prove all statements: including fuel 
mileage. 

With Sincere Concern, 

James G. (Jim) Wilson 
1 1 7 5  U.S. Hwy 1 2  

Chehalis, Wa. 9 8 5 3 2  

360-978-5242  
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EETTERS @o ~ZHE EDITOR 
The fact that the Ford Explorer IS the 

only one with tue trouble is further proof 
of Ford's lack of understanding and com- 

Firestone Ti res 
TSL, not defective, -'& but misused 
= 

Please consider the tacts i n  the 
"Firestone Tires are Defective" case and 
a m e  to the truth of the matter. !Many 
false statements have wen made Herr 
are some faas: 

Take a look ai your tires. Tires art 
N"arkedwithmaxlmuniarrpreswre* 
butrathermimnumanpressurt. All tm 
a ~ ~ w i t h m a x i m u m l X l A U a t m n i -  
mum pressure. Read it yourself. 
All tires iix made for cxnain vehicle 

weights, and the heavier the vehicle. the 
bigger the i k  and higher an p w r e  
(ail this infomation is printed c m  the 
sidewall of your tire ). 

When your load e x a d s  the marked 
weit$ rating, the air prewx we& to  
b e t r l m x d .  and your speed must be 
reduced! 

More air is needed in hotter climates 
toreduce titr flexlig. Flexing is the muse 
of the tire spantion in the Ftrrstone G&i 
Try the "farmers testc io see what 

happens when steel flexes. lake a piece 
ofwueandstan. bending it backand forth 
and see how hot it gets: the faster you 
bend the wire. the sooner and hotter i t  

pets and the quicker it will bRak 

Cloth fabric does not get hot like steel 
or any other metal. so there isn't any 
separation. Rubber doesn't stick to seel. 
like it dws to cloth: the rubber penetmes 
the cloth bur noi the steel. 

Firestore Tires arc just as safe as ail! 

other brand. 
More air dws no1 iiicxase the risk ut' 

 dl over. but the opposite dms. Sott tires 
have more surface on the road, enoour- 
aging roll over. Monr air prcssure has 
less surface on the road. and the tires 
will skid instead o f  idling the vehicle. 
(Race drivers will veri@ this). 

F d  mns the t i n  soti tu make a wfter 
nde: taking no consideration for the tin. 
companies recommendations or the 
mnsumer's safety. They think a sofier 
nde will sell more vehicles to ujmfnn 
seelung people. 

Soft tires idso causes severe ga5 am- 
sumption. and inure cost to th r  c c ) ~  
sumer. h p e r  air pressure will sine 
enough gas to make your car paynwiits. 
and also increase t'tw mileage you get 
out of the tires. 

If the pictures s e n  on television art. 
correa. most of the tread loss has been 
on the rear of the explorers. indicating 
more weight and not enough air pres- 
sure for the load. (People going travel- 
ing loaded with extra pel )pie and luggiipt. 
or camping gear ). 

firestone not totally at fault on tires; 
To the editor: 

Firestone is nor totally at fault on the tire fail- 
ure. Ford is more to blame for running the rlres 
with less air than Firestone requires. 

Tire users are at fault if they do not maintain 
the tire makers' requlred air pressure. Most all 
things requlre that for a guarantee 10 be honored 
the product must be used accordin, 0 to the man- 
ufacturer's instructions. or the guarantee is 
void. 

What if Firestone put less oil in Ford cars and 
trucks than Ford requlred? Would Ford replace 
the engmes because of lack of oil? 

proper care ourselves if we want good service. We 
cannot expect the manufacturer to pay for our 
mistakes. though some do. It just is not right. 

I have never had a Firestone tire separate or 
lose its tread. but I know what causes these prob- 
lems - it's low air pressure. Different-size tires 

I The same with my other user - we must take 
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mon senw These Explorer tires should 
have no  1r.s Ihiir~ 40 pounds of air pres- 
sure with a I H ) ~ &  luad. and more with a 
heavv toad Anvone who has driven 
can. inrcks dnd buses dose to sixty 
v e m  knows soft tires cause hard steer- 
ing and difkult  handling. and are not 
sat e. 

People need to understand you can 
nor go squirreling around with a truck OT 

an S V  V. like they do in spm ~31s.  h v e  
safel!. and keep vuur tire pressure up. 
arid Firestone will not let you  down. 

1 have IK~ stock in Fixstone! But I 
have bought severai new Ford cas and 
trucks in mv life time. and the) dl have a 
warranty OH everythmg except the tires. 
I t  also savq an: pms showing abuse or 
inipnyer UIZ: H 111 iwt be cuvcrrd. 1 s u p  
pose Fmstorlc. has a similar wanan?. 
Foru should honor Firestone's warranry 
rules dnd l a v c  them blameless. and fire 
rhc penom responsible for all t h  tmg- 

u h 
dy. regardlei\ of their mnk in the mm- 
Pa? 

One more thing- "Wisdom and Un- 
dentmdriig annor  ht. ohrained in any 

N 

requlre different air pressure. but I never use less 
than the manufacturer recommends. A little extra 
is better than not enough because you get better 
gas mileage and the tires last longer. 

Tractlon tires with separated lugs on a soft car- 
c a s  work the tread off. .Most car tires and high- 
way truck tres have more or less continuous rib 
tread that goes dear around the tire and holds the 
tread on. 

I have used several sizes oi car. pickup and 
large truck tires in the past 60 > e m  and the only 
problems 1 have had were flats caused by nails. 
etc. 

Render therefore unto all concerned their just 
dues. Firestone should not go this alone. 

An article in the June issue of Heavy Duty 
Trucking verifies my expenence. 

.I.I 

J I M  WZLSON, 1 

I 


